32                                  LECTUKE I.

If with them we can force our way to a world beyond,
well and good; if not, we are asked to confess that
all that goes by the name of religion, from the lowest
fetishism to the most spiritual and exalted faith, is
a delusion, and that to have recognised this delusion
is the greatest triumph of our age.

I accept these terms, and I maintain that religion,
so far from being impossible, is inevitable, if only we
are left in possession of our senses, such as we really
find them, not such as they have been defined for us.
Thus the issue is plain. We claim no special faculty,
no special revelation. The only faculty we claim is
perception, the only revelation we claim is history,
or, as it is now called, historical evolution.

For let it not be supposed that we find the idea of
the infinite ready made in the human mind from the
very beginning of our history. There are even now
millions of human beings to whom the very word
would be unintelligible. All we maintain is that
the germ or the possibility, the Not-yet of that idea,
lies hidden in the earliest sensuous perceptions, and
that as reason is evolved from what is finite, so faith
is evolved from what, from the very beginning, is
infinite in the perceptions of our senses.

Positive philosophy imagines that all that is sup-
plied to us through the senses is by its very nature
finite, that whatever transcends the finite is a mere
delusion, that the very word infinite is a mere jingle,
produced by an outward joining of the negative
particle with the adjective finite, a particle which is
rightly used with serial, or correlative concepts, but
which is utterly out of place with an absolute or
exclusive concept, such as finite. If the senses tell